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INTRODUCTION. 


T HE following Objections to the Abolition 
| of the Slave F rade, with Anſwers, were in- 
tended to give a ſummary view of that ſubjeR, 
Theſe objections being collected from various per- 
ſons and writings, there will be found in them no 
ſmall degree of contradiction, for which the collec- 
tor is not anſwerable. But whatever they may be, 
they have all been advanced by different people, 
with aview to produce an effect on perſons who have 
not ſtudied the ſubject; and they are therefore ne- 
ceffarily brought together here, to be ſeparately 
examined and weighed. If every anſwer be not 
found equally concluſive, the candid reader will 
remember that it is a ſingle perſon, who endea- 
vours to give him a view of a very extenſive ſub- 


ject, which takes in a variety of conſiderations. 


Since this plan was reſolved on, a publication 
has appeared in favour of the ſlave trade, which, 
coming at once fairly to the queſtion, claims a 
particular attention. It is intitled, Conſiderations 
on the Emancipation of the Negroes, and on the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade, by a Weſt Indian 


Planter; and is affirmed by the Monthly Review- 


ers to be invincible, on political grounds. 

I ſhall firſt obſerve, that where this author treats 
of a general or partial emancipation of ſlaves, he 
combats a ſhadow ; becauſe the preſent plan aims 
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only at the abolition of the African flave trade. 
It meddles not with ſlaves already in the colonies ; 
if it did, chat ſympathy, which firſt incited me to 
plead their claim to better treatment, would force 
me to range myſelf on the author's fide, and pro- 
reſt againſt the indiſcreet meaſure. All our faves 
are not yet generally in a ſtate, wherein full liber- 
ty would be a bleſſing. Like children, they muſt _ 
be reſtrained by authority, and led on to their own 
good. Zut it would be: infidious not tg ff 
that humanity: looks forward to full emancifja- 
tion, whenever: they ſhall be found capable of 
making a proper uſe of it. But this may be leſt 
ta the maſter s diſcratian. He who can procure a 
freeman to work for him, will never employ a 
have: for the firſt does twice the work. of: the 
ther; and when he dies, bis place is ſupplied 
in the natural courſe of generation, not at an en- 
ormous expenſe from the ſlaye - market. See my 
Eſſay, p. 119, & c. In Penolylvania, where ſlaves 
z te farther advanced in civilization, the Quakers 
have tried this experiment with the molt com- 
plete ſucceſs. Among many others, one man has 
freed 100 ſlaves, and finds his work better, done, 
and his profits greater, for having diveſted, him- 
ſelf of this unnatural/ property. Indeed, what 
goth a peaſant reap from his labour, which, a, ſlaye 
ought not, to receive, food raiment, and neceſſa- 
ries, to enable him to raiſe up labourers, for his 
employers, But there is a confidence, a charm in 
liberty, that doubles his exertion, and ſoſtens its 
toil. While increaſing his employer's wealth, he 
provides for his family, and when his taſk is finiſn- 
ed, his time is his on; no capricious tyrant in- 
termeddles with his joy. Farther, the Britiſh 
legiſlature ſhould be cautious how. it meddles with 
the ſtate of ſlaves in the colonies, left, while at- 
tempting 
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tempting to regulate their treatment, it confirm 
the bonds of ſlavery. If regulations be neceſſary, 
the iſland aſſemblies ſhould enforce them. While 
Britain gives them 4 monopoly of her ſugar mar- 
ket, ſne will always preſerve a check over them. 
But if emancipation be not intended, the claim to 
the compenſation of C60, 000, Oo connected page 
. with it, is cut off. We have only to confidet 
ow far the abolition of the ſlave trade will affect 
the planter's property, in ſuch a manner as ſhall 
intitle him to compenſation. But the argument 
reſts on a foundation, that I truſt will not be al- 
lowed : he ſays, page 3, That the planter peſ- 
te ſeſſes a political right to his flave, whatever 
„may be his moral right, and muſt be paid ac- 
« cording to the flave's value, before his right can 
«© be extinguiſhed by feſtoring the ſlave to his 
© natural freedom.“ This plea is not good. A 
horſe has been fairly bought in aft bg market; 
eſtabliſhed by authority: but he had been ſtolen, 
and the right owner diſeovers and claims him, 
and the thief is gone off. Muſt the right owner 
repay the fair purchaſer his price; or will this laſt 
be allowed to keep him ? Still a horſe is an object 
of property; but when the queſtion is fairly agi- 
tated, I deny that a man can ever be an object of 
property, except in the cafe of an atrocious crime, 
which applies not to one ſlave in a thouſand, and 
excludes all children: the act that reduces him to 
flavery, is illegal and unjuſt z fof it is impoſſible 
= a ſlave to receive a compenſation for his I- 

erty. - | | 
& bend of robbers may agree in ſtealing horſes, 
for each man to keep thoſe ſeized by him. This 
is binding on them, but not on the right owner, 
whenever he can aſſert his elaim. In like manner, 
one ſlave-holder may preſcribe againſt another 
A | A 2 flaye- 
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cannot reſtore his cottage, his family, his relations, 
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lave-holder,: for the uſe of a ſlave; but he can 


make out no right when humanity lays in her 
claim; nor can he demand compenſation. Still, 
whatever be the claims of humanity here they are 
not enforced. - In whatever manner the planter 
has acquired his ſlaves, no one intends to diſturb 
him in the quiet poſſeſſion, We only aim to pre- 
vent his dealing in them, as far as it encourages 
robbers and murderers to carry on an inhuman 
traffick in the bodies of our fellow- creatures, 
which, as we ſhall plainly ſhew, will ultimately 
only ruin himſelf, if he perſeveres in it. And can 
he come in ſuch a caſe to government for relief, 
and ſay, Hitherto I have been allowed to buy 
from man-ſtealers, wretched ſlaves to toil without 
recompence, without food, without cloathing, for 
my profit; if-you take this privilege from me, on 
which I have depended, on which I have hazarded 
my fortune, you muſt make good all my loſſes as I 
ſhall ſtate them, even to the amount of {60,000,000? 
The caſe is fairly ſtated, murder and robbery 
are not on this, ſubje& exaggerated terms. The 
nature thereof .cannot be explained without them, 
And can © a political right” be oppoſed to this 
reaſoning ? Can the planter's property be preſerv- 
ed to him, only by means that the feeling heart 
ſhrinks from the diſcuſſion, of? Periſh for me ſuch 
conſiderations! As a moral agent, as a member 
of a Chriſtian community, I am not aſhamed to 
maintain, and I truſt I am not ſingular in m 
opinion, that no political right ought to be ſuſ- 
rained, which is not founded on morality and juſ- 
tice. ö a es e | 
The ſlave has a natural right to freedom. 
Could we replace him where ſlavery found him, 
he ought to be returned to that ſituation. But we 
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his country. If born a ſlave, we cannot often 
make him worthy of being a freeman, The only 
recompence we can make, is to treat him with 
conſideration, and receive in return ſuch ſervice 
from him, as leaves him the reaſonable enjoyment 
of himſelf. But becauſe we have already depriv- 
ed his country of millions, which have been ſacri- 
ficed to our avarice, are we, for any argument that 
avarice or politics can adduce, to go on to murder 
and to deſtroy? Is moral reaſoning, is equal juſ- 
tice, of ſo little conſequence among us, as on this 
ungenerous ground to be ſet wholly aſide? My 
candid adverſary will bluſh, when he views this 
truly horrid buſineſs in this light; and even if 
the traffick were as valuable as he eſtimates it, 
would ſpurn from him wealth, that muſt be ac- 
quired and kept by ſuch methods, To do as we 
wiſh to be done by, is the dictate of natural juſ- 
tice, as well as of Chriſtianity. We cannot lay in 
a claim to the attributes of humanity, if we deny 
its influence. 
But, p. 11. This point of political right is given 
up; for he ſays, if the abolition were general, 
e“ nothing could be more ſalutary, becauſe every 
« nation would be left in its relative ſituation.“ 
But if it be a right general meaſure, it is a right 
meaſure in reſpect of us. We are not accountable 
for, we are not concerned in, the conduct of others; 
if there be any connection, it may be ſafely left to 
the management of adminiſtration. Our planters 
cannot be intereſted in it, while they enjoy the mo- 
nopoly of the Britiſh market, where the price is 
higher than in any other place, and the demand 
increaſes faſter than they can increaſe their pro- 
duce. And ſo much perſuaded am I (as I ſhall 
make appear) of their being able to keep up, or 
even increaſe the preſent produce of ſugar from 
A 3 the 
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the number of ſlaves now in the colonies, without 
any new importation, that did they prove unable 
to ſupply the market, I ſhould be induced to charge 
it to their miſmanagement, rather than allow a 
compenſation; and ſhould grapes ports to be 
opened in the Weſt-Indies, for the introduction of 
as much foreign ſugar, as would make good the 
deficiency. Thus ſugar would be kept at a mo- 
derate price to the conſumer; our ſhipping would 
continue to be employed, and our revenue need 
fuffer no injury, We do this in a ſcarcity of grain, 
why not alſo in a ſearcity of 2 But this re- 
medy will only be neceſſary, ſhould the planter 
wear his ſlaves out (as the author, p. 7, ſuppoſes) 
by ill treatment and ſeverity. - 12151 

Farther, p. 33. he ſays, If planters were al- 
« Jowed time to prepare for the event, by ſtock- 
ce ing their eftates to the full extent of their de- 
« mands, the ſlave trade might be aboliſhed.” 
Now while the ſlave market is open, inconſiderate 
planters, from their eagerneſs to puſh on the cul- 
ture of their eſtates farther than it will profitably 
go, will continue to have demands on it. I ſo- 
temnly affirm, that as often as I have heard the 
queſtion concerning the buying or breeding of 
ſlaves diſcuſſed among planters, the preference 
has always been given to buying. The reader 
will determine- what encouragement to popula- 
tion may be expected where this opinion prevails, 
And the fact in my time was, that nothing raiſed 
a manager's reſentment ſooner, than to be inform- 
ed that a negreſs was with child. I include not 
every manager; many are worthy humane men ; 
Igive it only as the prevailing opinion in this 
caſe, But a poſitive abolition of the ſlave trade 
will bring the-planter to a ſenſe of his intereſt. 
Uſeleſs domeſtics will be turned into the _ 

ne 
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One third of the number of hired ſervants will 
fully ſupply cheir place. The ſmall number of 
theſe Taft, will allow them to be well fed on a part 
of the pteſefit expenſe of domeſtic ſlaves, and 
their wages will be a ſmall proportion bf the ſum 
which goes annually to purchaſe new flaves. © - 
But, p. 16. It is allowed, that “ where the 
t planter is uneneuthbered; or has ſufficient 
de ſtrength, there the ſtock may be kept up from 
* the births. The numbèt in this ſituation muſt 
be conſiderable. Every Weft-Indian family re- 
ſiding in Britain muſt be reckoned in it. For 
only the overplus revenue, after providing for 
the plantatioh, can be ſpent here. Therefore 4 
great part of the 760,000,000, claimed for tuined 
planters, will be ſaved in this claſs. ' Of involved 
lanters, I affirm, that not one will be recovered 
rom tuin by any purchaſe of new ſlaves at their 
preſent advanced price. When Long, near twen- 
ty years ago, wrote his Hiftory of Jamaica, vol. 2. 
p- 437 fach purchaſes only involved him farther 
in debt. Slaves are now almoſt one third dearer; 
the expenſe of ſupporting them is' increaſed. 
Without taking into account the frequent acci- 
dents of hurricanes and bad crops, new ſlaves do 
not repay their firſt coſt, intereſt, expenſe, and re- 
duction of number in ſeafoning. | 
Again, p. 26. It is ſaid, that “generally ſpeak- 
« ing, every Weft Indian planter will affirm fla- 
« very to be an evil; it is juſt to prevent negroes 
* from being enſlaved.” Then let us do what is 
Juſt, and leave the iſſue to a watchful Providence. 
If ſlavery be an evil, if it be unjuſt to enſlave ne- 
groes, he is in a dangerous ſituation, who by his 
demand of them encourages this injuſtice, and 
romotes this evil. That politician, who, p. 27, 
is ſaid to be © unable to ſquare his conduct by 
A 4 « moral 
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« moral rectitude, will aſſuredly come fhort of 
his purpoſe. Suppoſe in this enlightened age, it 
were propoſed to fit out a ſquadron to go up 
Baltic, to land parties to murder thoſe who reſiſt, 
to ſeize on the helpleſs, to bribe the natives to 
kidnap each other, to be brought over tied neck 
and heels to work in our coal mines; there is 
not a pretence for the preſent ſlave trade, for carry- 
ing on the manufacture of ſugar, that may not be 
uſed here, It employs ſhipping, it ſaves our own 
people from a deſtructiye employment; and if the 
Germans be warlike and oppoſe us, it will exer- 
ciſe us in arms. But if we ſpurn at this new 
ſcheme, becauſe iniquitous and violent, why is the 
ſlave trade eſteemed leſs violent and injquitous, 
for having been the practice of two centuries ? 
Do we uſe the woman's argument for ſkinning eels 
alive, that the Africans are accuſtomed to it ? 
Whatever may be the caſe of their country or 
race, individuals are not accuſtomed to it. To 
each unhappy wretch, it is a new, a fatal ſtroke, 
that carries him away for ever from his native ſpot, 
and determines and fixes his miſery. Habit can- 
nat contribute to make it tolerable. They ſink 
under the anguiſh, and are loſt for ever to | Aka 
and themſelves. 3 3 
Nor can the good conſequences of this horrid 
trade be pleaded in extenvation of its cruelties. 
From comparing the numbers imported into the 
colonies, with the number of Creoles left, it is 
lain not one African in ten leaves poſterity be- 
ind him. But the value of a Creole ſlave, which 
is the only laſting good from importation, will be 
dearly purchaſed at the expenſe of ten new ſlaves. 
And if a new ſlave will neither repay his expenſe 
by his labour, nor leave a profitable poſterity be- 
hind him, why is he purchaſed? Why adds the 
EY TT: planter 
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planter this unproductive bargain to his former 
incumbrances? Why is he concerned in a cruel 
traffick that cannot profit him; that muſt undo 
„ 5 pe Be 

I am ſorry to obſerve, p. 13. the following 
ſentiment in this candid writer: Negroes are 
bought not for population, but for work; which, 
if not done, muſt ruin their owners.” The con- 
cluſion is, that as the owner will not willingl 
ruin himſelf, the negroes muſt be worked at all 
hazards, and as “ their condition expoſes them 
to accidents .conducing to depopulation, their 
numbers muſt decreaſe, The meaning is, ſu- 
ar muſt be made, at the expenſe of the ſlave's 
ife, Suppoſing this for a moment of thoſe al- 
ready fJayes, is Britain to be charged with the 
expenſe of 60, ooo, ooo, becauſe it forbids its 
own citizens any longer to. commit robbery and 
murder, to ſupply flaves, who are prafeſſedly to 
be worked down unprofitably in the making of 
ſugar. But why muſt the culture of the cane. be 
conducted in a way, that admits not of an atten- 
tion to the feelings of thoſe employed in it? Are 
the claims of nature, and the cravings of civili- 
zation ſo irreconcileable as to deſtroy one ano- 
ther? It is acknowledged, p. 7. that * ſlaves, 
where not worked beyond their ſtrength, are 
hearty, happy, and breed faſter,” P. 11. 24. 
that the abolition of the ſlave trade, if gene- 
ral, would leſſen the evils of ſlavery, and make 
the breeding and preſervation of ſlaves more an 
object of attention.” If theſe be the genuine 
effects of ſuch a plan, what claim can he . on 
government, who, from a ſhort-ſighted love of 
ain, puſnes his ſlaves beyond their ſtrength, and 
feſtroys his property and proſpects together? E 
806 14 hog: fy m 
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him meet with execration from every feeling heart, 
and fall unpitied ! nenen 

But from various examples in the different 
ilands, it is evident that exceſſive exertions have 
not in one caſe in an hundred produced immediate 
profit; and that to keep the work of ſlaves within 
their ſtrength is the beſt rate of employing them, 
the moſt profitable way of cultivating a planta · 
tion. The number of ſick, dead, and runaways, 
the liſtleſſneſs of thoſe who remain, ſoon reduce 
the greateſt exertions far below what might be 
got out of the gang with cheeffulneſs and eaſe: 
In every inſtance, and they have been numerous 
within my obſervation, this puſhing method de- 
feated its own immediate purpoſe. The quantity 
of work performed overpowers not the ſlave ; but 
the time he is kept drawling at it, which leaves 
him no indulgence, no leiſure to reſt his weatied 
limbs. He might do much more in half the 
time. Therefore, if plantets, on the abolition 
of the flave trade, reſolve, as is ſuppoſed, p. 15. 
« to perſevere in making forced exettions, they 
ik have themſelues to thank for the conſequent 
ruin. Parliament can diſpoſe better of the public 
money, than in making good their loſs, mY 


I ſhall now conſider the immediate effects of 


the abolition of the flaye trade on the planter's 
property, the revenue, &e. We will ſuppoſe, 
with the confiderations, p. 4. that the plantation 
Haves are worth 20 millions, and the planters 
other property is equal to 40 millions, in all 60 
millions. We will eſtimate the whole annual 


plantation produce of ſugar, cotton, coffee, &c. 


to be equal to 250, ooo hhds. of Muſcovado ſugar, 
worth in the colonies 171 per hhd. (their ſupe- 
riour value in Britain ſeldom exceeding freight, 


inſurance, and other expenſes) or . * 


uppoſe 
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Suppoſe the current annual expenſes of plantation 


ſtores, managers, overſeers, agents, ſurgeons ſa- 
laries, taxes, feeding, cloathing of ſlaves, to be 


Is per head on half a million of ſlaves and white 


people employed on or about plantations, or 
£ 2,500,000. We trade with Africa for 40,000 
flaves annually. The Conſiderations, p. 30. ſup- 
poſe one half ſold to our planters. Twelve years 
ago prime ſlaves ſold for {43. They are not 
become cheaper. But ſuppoſe them when ſold 
by the lot £43, the annual fupply of 20,000 
will coſt { 860,000.” Long, vol. 2. p. 482. ſays, 

they are not uſeful till after three years. Three 
years intereſt muſt then be added. The intereſt 
in the colonies varies from 10 to 6 per cent. 
Little money is lent to planters without a pre- 
mium; or what is worſe, conſignments of ſugar: 
Suppoſe the intereſt 7 per cent.; three years in- 
tereſt is C180, 660. At the three years end, the 
20,000 ſlaves will have coſt { 1,040,000. This, 
added to annual expences, leaves {710,000 for 
the returns of a capital of 60 millions; ſomething 
better than one per cent. This is the profit of 
the manufacture which we are ſolicited to ſup- 

t. 0 

The ſlaves in all our colonies, taking thoſe in 
Jamaica from a late eſtimate, and ſuppoſing the 
other iſlands to have lately decreaſed 40,000, may 
be reckoned 450,000. Of theſe the Creoles muſt 
make 350, ooo; and among them the proportion 
between the ſexes follows the courſe of nature. 
The African ſlaves, of which the greater part is 
male, cannot exceed 100,000. For theſe all die 
in fifteen years, and one third in the firſt three 
years. But, about twelve years ago, the war put 
almoſt an entire ſtop to their i.nportation; ſo 
that four-fifths of all purchaſed before char — 

mu 
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muſt be dead; and ſince the return of peace, the 


trade has been chiefly turned to the ſupply of St. 
Domingo. It is remarkable, that in this iſland, 


in the {ix years preceding 1774, there had been 


introduced 103,000 African ſlaves, and 61,728 


| had been born, making together 164,728; of 


which in 1774, there remained in all 40,000. To 
return, ſuppoſe theſe 450,000 ſlaves rented. Their 


rent and inſurance would, at the low rate of 10 


per head be £4, 500,000, which exceeds their whole 
E and leaves nothing for the returns of 


lands, &c. worth 40 millions more. Such is the 


property which parliament is called on to make 
good. We will take it in the moſt favourable 
point of view. If the planter pays his annual 
current expenſes, and ſupports his ſtock, all ex- 
cept negroes, out of a ſum V to the rum, 
coffee, &c. and ſuch a part of the ſugar as leaves 
for the return of his capital { 12 per hhd. on the 
ſugar alone, he is tolerably well ſatisfied. An 


ordinary crop of ſugar is about 160,000 hhds. at 
| £12 or £1,920,000, Strike off {920,000 for 


the ſupply of ſlaves, we have one million for the 
returns of a capital of 60 millions, or about 14 
per cent. If any plantation requires no ſupplies, 
then the returns are about 3 per cent. But not 
one half of the plantations ſupport themſelves, 
or. make any returns an their. capitals, this will 
allow a certain proportion to make 4, 5, or ſome 
few 8 per cent. on their capital; but only if they 
buy no new ſlaves. | | | | 
Long tells us, vol. 2. p. 437. 438. that the pro- 
portion of two hhds. of ſugar to three ſlaves, all 
ages included, 1s the utmoſt quantity they ſhauld 


be made to produce, if the planter wiſhes to keep 
up or increaſe them from the births. It is in- 
deed a greater proportion than the colonies at 

| preſent 


* 
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ſent ſapply ; and therefore the ſlaves ought to 
our — the births. Suppoſe theſe nn 
ſlaves valued only at go each; (though, twelve 
years ago, I have known gangs, including . all 
ages, valued at / 60) or £150. The lands or 
property occupied by them are worth double, or 
£ 300, The two hhds. of ſugar produced by the 
three ſlaves, after providing above for every ex- 

nſe, except new ſlaves, are worth ¶ 24. But the 
intereſt of the three ſlaves, and other property occu- 
pied by them at 6 per cent. is {27. The inſurance 
of the ſlaves at 5 per cent. is {7 105. in all, £32 105. 
the loſs is £8 105. * the ſlaves rented: rent 
and inſurance is now ſeldom ſo low as £ 12 per 
head; take it only at / 10, or on three ſlaves 30. 
Here is a loſs on them of { 6, and no return on 
the lands, &c. worth { goo; which, at 6 per cent. 
are worth £18. In theſe calculations, no allow- 
ance. is made for hurricanes or bad crops, or high 
intereſt; and in ſeveral colonies, the proportion 
of ſugar is ſet too high. Barbadoes contains 
64,000 ſlaves. After allowing for the current 
expenſes, its produce is not C4 for each ſlave, 
without ſuppoling any returns for lands, &c. 
worth 6 millions. Montſerrat contains gooo {laves, 
and makes 3000 hhds. of ſugar, or one hhd. for 
three ſlaves. Here alſo can be no returns for 
lands, &c. worth one million. Dominica re- 
turns not one per cent. of the money laid out on it. 

We have obſerved, that 20, ooo new ſlaves coſt 
in three years 1, 4000. But, in three years 
time, according to Long, vol. 2. p. 434. a third 
part is dead. We have then 13,700 ſlaves, worth 
1, 40, ooo. To this we mult. add three years 
expenſe of phyſic, feeding, cloathing, &c. This 
we will make only £10 on the original number 
of 20,000, or ( 200,000, We have then 1 1558 

| aves 
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flaves which coſt the planter ( 1, 240, ooo or {90 
each ſlave. The reader will obſerve, that in the 
firſt eſtimate, the expenſe of feeding the ſlaves, 
&c. at C5 per head, is thrown. among the cur- 
rent expenſes. But here, where we.-eſtimate the 
value of the ſlaves, it is an addition to their value, 
till they become uſeful. Theſe calculations are 
founded on the Planter's own conceptions, or on 
eſtimates which he muſt: admit. They may be 


varied, but the concluſion will come out nearly 


the ſame. Particularly: no.juſt' eftimate can be 
framed of the expenſe of new flaves, that makes 
not the furvivors exceed {go in value. Long, 
vol. 2. p. 438. ſuppoſes that often one half dies. 
This would raiſe each of the ſurvivors to { 124. 
In many caſes, in our new iſlands, it has been 
two-thirds. In one within my own. knowtedyge, 
had the remnant of ſlaves been ſold each for 
£ 400, the owner would have been a loſer. In 
the moſt favourable caſe that can be put, the 
ſurvivors of African ſlaves never pay for the coſt 
and expenſe of the whole lot. We have obſerved 
the unproductive labour of flaves, valued only at 
£50. When valued at Z{9go or more, the loſs 


will be more conſiderable. Three ſlaves at FL 90 


are worth {270. Their rent and inſurance at 
this high value cannot be ſo low as £12 each, or 
in all, £ 36. But the two hhds. of ſugar pro- 
duced by them are worth only £ 24, after paying 
current expenſes. There are £12 loſt on the 
rent, and / 18 loſt on the lands, &c. occupied 
by them. If. theſe calculations be diſputed, it is 
hoped the Planter will correct them, by _ 
them in his own way. 1 have gone by the 

information I could procure, . . 
Wie may therefore conclude, that no new im- 


pPortation of new flaves can turn out profitably to 


the 
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the planter; but as Long acknowledges, vol. 2. p. 
437. mult form only a new addition to his debis 
and difficulties. Therefore, the abolition of the 
flave trade, far from. giving the planter a claim 
ta compenſation, will really fave him. Govern» 
ment will prevent him from continuing to mg 

himſelf unneceffarily.. in bankruptcy and x 

The only. means, by which he can improve 
condition, is, as Long. adviſes, to uſe — — 
regulations in the right . of his ſtack, 
and promoting its increaſe by natural meany. | . 
8 ee the. annual ſupply af new ſlaves, 
jn any caſe with all itz coaſequences, can 


an be — we 


ow. a. million in value, is ſuch 2 
: #, 785 hou wg nor can any, pod 
ble reduction in the uce ſuppoſed to follow 
the aholition of the ſlave trade, affect the plan» 
tex's gr equally. with this annual drain; ſo that 
£0 aſt be 4 profitable. meaſure, which at any 
azard cuts it off, The ſum paid for new. ſlaves, 
if ſaved, would allow of encouragement to whize 
people for domeſtics, and, $, that here 
there is a, want of faves. ro keep up the full culti- 
vation of the eſtate, domeſtic prov =_ be turned 
into the field to 4 | 
It appears that the Creole. ; 5 che 
ſexes are proportioned to each other, according 
to Long's eſtimate of three ſlaves, to two hagl- 
heads, without taking the: Africans. into accaunt, 
may increaſe the preſent, produce, even in the 
liberal eſtimate of 250,000 hhds, at which. we have 
| — it 1 the tum is included here in the mak- 
of ſugar to make up that quantity. of Wales 
300 requires hardly any extra number of flaugs) 
and may not only keep up, but increaſe their 
numbers. Therefore, if the planter be not his 
enn enemy, he needs not come to. . 
; or 
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for relief, or go to the flave-market for re- 
eruits; his crops, his property, will not be af⸗ 
ſected. He will need no compenſation. The 
public treaſury needs not be opened to reimburſe 
the 60 millions Weſt-Indian property, with the 
annihilation of which we are threatened. | 
But it is ſaid, the revenue will annually loſe 
two millions; becauſe no ſugar will be imported, 
l - Suppoſe not an ounce of ſugar imported, our 
lll ability to pay taxes would not on that account 
be leſſened. Allow the revenue, freight, &c. on 
lt ſugar to be two millions, and the ſugar itſelf to 
i be worth four millions. The Britiſh conſumers 
l then pay ſix millions for ſugar. If no ſugar were 
1 uſed, he could then pay government ſix millions 
inſtead of two. If any thing be uſed for ſugar, a 
5 revenue may be raiſed on that article. If we have 
lf foreign ſugar, government may. increaſe the tax, 
becauſe it will come one-third cheaper than from 
our own colonies. . The planter is not to — 
| he contributes one farthing of theſe two millions, 
if any more than the Emperor of China does of the 
| commutation tea-tax ; except for the confumption 
il of ſugar in his own family reſiding in Britain. The 
conſumer pays the tax. Sugar is only the medium 
by which it is raiſed on the public. The like 
| ruin to the revenue was predicted, when America 
if threatened to withhold her tobacco ; but we have 

| experienced no ſuch effect from the meaſure, 
Again, the abolition of the ſlave trade will 
ruin the Weſt-Indian trade, which will ruin our 
marine, p. 22. I truſt the Weſt-Indian trade is 
ö in no danger. But ſuppoſe the one annihilates 
if the other. We ſhall, by abandoning the ſlave 
i trade, ſave more ſeamen than the other employs. 
The African ſlave trade deftroys annually 2000 
men; in ten years 20,000, The ſugar colonies 
may 


1 
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may employ 12, ooo ſeamen. The loſs here is 3 
in 200. Suppoſe annually 200, in ten years 2000. 
The whole number of men employed in the Weſt 
India trade in ten years, is 14,000. But in this 
time 20, ooo are loſt in the ſlave trade. If both 
were annihilated, in ten years we ſhould ſave 
6000 men. 
I truſt I have removed effectually the fear o 
a demand to be made on the treaſury for 60 
millions , Weſt-India property to be annihilated 
by the abolition of the ſlave trade. I have on 
the contrary proved, that the planter will not be 
injured, but relieved ; or if injured, that he muſt 
blame his own ſeverity and avarice, I have 
proved, and ſhall farther prove, that commerce 
will not be hurt, that the revenue or ſhipping 
need not be leſſened. In ſhort, that the mea- 
ſure is agreeable to the demands of humanity 
and juſtice, and alſo to the ſuggeſtions of pru- 
dence and political wiſdom. One may bluſh 
to think theſe ſhould ever be placed in oppoſi- 
tion. The author of nature never intended to 
ſeparate them. They will never be found in op- 
poſition, when every conſequence is taken into 
account, Whatever is juſt or honourable leads 
to profit and advantage, as well public as private. 
Muſt a great nation be obliged to ſend out rob- 
bers to deſtroy and enſlave an innocent people in 
a different quarter of the globe; or ſet theſe on 
to deſtroy and enſlave each other for the increaſe 
of its revenue? Can any advantages fo procured 
turn out well at the laſt? This traffick ſteels the 
heart againſt every human feeling; it corrupts 
the mind, and, if continued, will prove a canker 
to eat into our proſperity and importance. 

In combating the Weſt-India planter's reaſon- 
ing, I preſerve the utmoſt reſpect for his candour. 
| B I cruſt 
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I truſt I ſhall have pleaſed him in ſhewing that 


that juſtice and humanity, which he generouſly 
acknowledges to be on the ſide of the abolition 
contended for, are not at variance with political 
rights or worldly prudence. He himſelf favours 
the plan, if the planter's intereſt could be ſecured. 
The whole depends on the circumſtance of new 
ſlaves being a profitable or loſing purchaſe. Lon 

agrees with me in their having been found a Wa 
ing bargain near twenty years ago. Since that 
they have advanced near one third in value, and 
every expenſe about them 1s increaſed, What is 


the fair concluſion which he makes ? that the pur- 
. Chaſe much haſten the ruin of every involved 


planter, 

In ſtating the following objections, T have col- 
lected from every quarter whatever I have found 
urged on the ſubject, and have given the moſt 
direct anſwers, each in its reſpective place. To 

reſerve brevity, 1 have been as careful as poſſi- 
ble to give no more on each head, than is neceſ- 
ſary to obviate the objection in its moſt direct 
ſenſe. | 

I ſhall here remark, that till it can be fairly 

roved by the planter, in oppoſition to the reaſon. 
ing here uſed, and the authority of Long, that 
African ſlaves are, generally ſpeaking, a profitable 


+ purchaſe; no 2 N for the continuance of the 


ſlave trade, as far as it may affect our colonies, 
can have any weight on political conſiderations. 
And though this ſhould be indiſputably proved, 


and no anſwer here given ſhould be ſuſtained as 


valid, yet ought the ſlave trade to be aboliſhed, 
as long as its advocates allow, © that it is 
unjuſt to enſlave negroes,” that people, in reſpect 
of us, innocent, are dragged from their homes 
and families, 'are murdered by a thouſand deaths, 


by 
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by chains, confinement; ſuffocating air, cruel 
treatment; that they are forcibly tranſported to 
diſtant iſlands, where not one in ten takes root, 
and there made to drawl out a wretched exiſtence 
in inceſſant labour without food, without clothes, 
without reſt, under the capricious treatment of 
any ſort of maſter, or any unfeeling boy that may 
be ſet with a whip over them. | | 
If we allow that power may confer right, may 
ſtifle a brother's groans, and trample on every 
unalienable privilege of human nature, let us 
boldly declare it, and ſend out fleets and armies, 
wherever reſiſtance is not expected, wherever 
ſlaves may be ſeized, and plunder or revenue 
may be acquired. It is now only that this object 
has caught the public attention. Hitherto we 
have ſuffered ourſelves to be perſuaded, by inte- 
reſted men, without inquiry, of the advantage 
and propriety of this inhuman traffic. But after 
this open diſcuſſion, we cannot poſſibly go back. 
We will not, ſurely, permit certain murder to be 
carried on; and we cannot pretend to regulate a 
traffic, which is founded on murder, and cannot 
be ſeparated from it. Should we permit this 
traffic to be continued, we declare ourſelves to be 
the general enemies of mankind ; we are to be 
conſidered as a nation of robbers, and deſerve to 
be ſuſpected and held in abhorrence, and guarded 
againſt by every ſurrounding and diſtant ſtate. 


J. R. 
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Objection 1. TH E planter will fhew his reſent- 
a ment of the meaſure, by treating 
his ſlaves more cruelly than before. x 


Anſwer 1. The ſudden diminution of his pro- 
perty, in conſequence of ſuch treatment, will dif 
cover to him the prudence of accommodating 
himſelf to his new ſituation, and the neceſſity of 
treating his ſlaves with humanity. | 


Object. 2. The ſugar colonies will throw them- 
ſelves into the arms of France. | 8 


Anſe. 2. Then will Britain be freed of the 
expenſe of their protection, and be able to procure 
8 of ſugar at two thirds of the preſent price. 

lanters complain that they can hardly gultivate 
their plantations, while enjoy ing the monopoly of 
5 op. B 3 the 
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the Britiſh market, How will they bear the ro- 
l duction of one third of its value in the markets of 


jj their new maſters, for that is the ordinary propor- 
tion of the price of French ſugars ? | | 


Object. 3, Planters in debt will carry their flaves 
to the Spaniſh colonies. 7 


| Anſw. 3. This may be left to the vigilance of 
Mt ! - their creditors. 


I ers. „ 


Milt | Anſw. 4. While ſugar is made, Britiſh money 
1 will command it. Foreign ſugars, near one third 
ll 8 cheaper than Britiſh, have long found their way 
into our colonies. The importation may be ex- 
tended, but it will not be neceſſary. Indeed ſu- 
gar might be brought from the Eaſt-Indies, made 
by free men, much cheaper than ſlaves can poſſi- 
bly produce it in the Weſt- Indies. Good clayed 
ſugar is ſold in Batavia by the cwt. for about 138. 
Arrack made from it is worth only 8d. per gallon. 
Theſe prices would allow of the expenſe of freight 
to Europe, and the ſugar to be ſold at 3d. per 
pound in England. In Cochin China it is made 
even at half this price. 


Object. 5. The planter will prove the abſurdity 
of the meaſure, by increaſing the ſeverity of bis manner 
of treating his ſla ves. | 


Anſw. 5, When he finds his property hurt by 
2 a ſtep, he will deſiſt from his unſeeling con- 
duct. | CO. 


Object. 6. 
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Object. 6. Involved planters will waſte their 
Paves by exceſſive exertions, 


Anſw. 6. Exceſſive exertions have conſtantly 
proved ruinous. Nor can the neceſſity of making 
fuch exertions be avoided by the introduction of 
new ſlaves; becauſe they cannot poſſibly be made 
(fee introduction) to repay their firſt coſt, expenſe 
and loſs in ſeaſoning. Still the involved planter 
ſhuts his eyes, and goes on, though every exam- 
ple around him ſolicits him to abandon the vain 


Attempt. 


Object. 7. The neutral iſlands were ſettled, and 
#heir lands bought in a confidence, that government 
could continue to permit the importation of ſlaves. 


Anſw. 7. The ſale of theſe lands has been 

3 cloſed near twenty years. If any of them be un- 

4 ſettled, they never can henceforth be profitably 
ſettled by African ſlaves; for they never repay 
their own coſt, and therefore cannot contribute to 
clear lands and ere& buildings. The truth is, 
that the lands now remaining uncultivated, have 
not generally been paid for, or have been aban- 
doned as unprofitable. 


Object. 8. Parliament has given its ſanction 10 
#he trade by regulaling it. 


Anſw. 8. If the countenance given by parlia- 
ment to this horrid trade, has conſtantly been pro- 
cured by the repreſentations of intereſted people, 

muſt government be charged with the conſequen- 
ces ariſing from the impoſition. Becauſe we had 
laws that once fixed a commutation for murder, 


were we thereby precluded from ever improving 
B 4 our 
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our police ? But this ſhews how cautious we ſhould 


be, by any regulation, to give a ſanction to op- 
preſſion and murder, 


Object. 9. A religious ſociety is poſſeſſed of a 
Plantation in Barbadoes, and employs ſlaves. | 


Anſw. 9. It holds the Codrington eſtate for 
particular purpoſes, on condition of keeping up a 
certain number of ſlaves. Like other abſent pro- 
prietors, it has ſuffered by the miſmanagement of 
ſervants. It is now in a train to anſwer both the 
intentions of the donor, and the wiſhes of huma- 


nity. x 


Object. 10. The treatment of horſes ſhould be 
regulated at home, before we look to Africa. 


Anſw. 10. When we have vindicated the 
rights of our fellows, it is to be hoped horſes will 
be conſidered; for doubtleſs they are an object of 
police. But doth not this ſhew, that a ſlave is 
eſteemed a mere beaſt of burden, 


Object. 11. To impriſon debtors, and impreſs 
men to ſerve in war, are violations of moral law, 
equally with domeſtic ſlavery. Conſideration, p. 28. 


Anſw. 11. He who runs in debt knows the 
conſequences ; but all is a force upon the poor 
negroe. Many men enter into the ſea or land fer- 
vice willingly; and thoſe who are impreſſed are 
treated as volunteers are. But we never heard of 
an African offering himſelf to be received into a 
ſlave ſhip; nor when he was forced on board, of 
having been put on a footing with the ſhip's crew., 
But the impreſſed ſailor, he is among his country- 

| | men, 
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men, and ſerves his country. What common tie 
ſubſiſts between an African, living 1200 miles 
from the ſea coaſt, and a Weſt- Indian planter, to 
induce him to ſubmit to be tied neck and heel, to 
die a thouſand ſuffocating deaths on ſhip board; 
to go and be beaten, half ſtarved, and abuſed, in 
the cultivation of a plant, from which he reaps no 
profit ? | 


Object. 12. The agitation of this queſtion will 
raiſe a rebellion among the ſlaves. | | 


Anſw. 12. Helpleſs wretches, Their ſpirits 
are too much broken down to think of rebellion. 
But if it be ſuſpected, let the planters, inſtead of 
moving heaven and earth to prevent their relief, 
come nobly forward, and propoſe a plan for their 
protection. They will bleſs and cheerfully ſerve 
them. | 


Object. 13. Slaves cannot be truſted with arms. 


Anſw. 13. They have formed a part of the 
militia in Barbadoes, and have been found faith- 
ful, This would univerſally be the caſe, were 
they advanced in ſociety. They acquire the emu- 
lation of Britons, and would exert themſelves in 
their cauſe, had they privileges or property to 
contend for. Ee 


Object. 14. Negroes are an inferiour race of - 
beings. | 


Anſw. 14. Every man of candour acquainted 
with them will deny this. Bur ſuppoſe it, will 
thoſe who plead for laws in favour of horſes, main- 
tain that negroes are to be trepanned, murdered 


by 


(+). 
by thouſands, and enſlaved for the indulgence of 


our avarice ? 


Object. 15. Leo Africanus deſcribes the negroes 
of his time, Anno 1500, as brutiſh, and then. fold for 
ſlaves, before the commencement of the preſent traffick, 


Anſw. 15. He ſays the ſhepherds and moun- 
taineers, of all the different African nations, as 
well as-negroes, were brutiſh ; but that the people 
of the plains and cities were poliſhed, having arts, 
ſciences, and laws among them. He viſited only 
the ſettlements along the Senegal branch of the 
Niger, and ſays the countries ſouthward were poſ- 
ſeſſed by rich induſtrious people, great lovers of 
Juſtice and equity, He mentions the kings of 
Tombuto and Burno, two negroe ſtates, as going 
to war to take ſlaves to be ſold to merchants, trad» 
ing to Egypt and the Mediterranean cities, But 
do we argue for ſlavery, becauſe at all times the 
ſtrong have enthralled the weak ? Becauſe Joſeph 
was {old by his brethren, was Pharoah vindicated 
for enſlaving the whole Hebrew nation? Or are 
we to continue for ever to encourage negroes to 
kidnap each other to be fold to us, becauſe 300 
years ago the king of Tombuto kidnapped and 
{old his neighbours ? SS. 


Object. 16. Supplies from Africa are neceſſary th 
Keep up the ſtock, 


Anſw, 16. Becauſe planters prefer the ha 
(I deny they ever poſſeſs the ſubſtance) of preſent 
profit to future advantage; and commit their af- 
fairs to managers, who, being not concerned in 
what may happen thirty years hence, prefer the 
buying to the breeding of ſlaves, Hence we my 
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judge how far to believe them, when they ſay 
they favour population. But ſtop the trade, and 
their opinion and practice will both be changed. 
That increaſe of ſlavts from the births, which ac- 
companies humane treatment on every plantation, 
in every iſland where now practiſed, will then be 
general. But wherefore ſhould we go to Africa 
or ſlaves? Why not to France, Spain, or Italy? 
It would be equally lawful, and the little oppoſi- 
tion we might meet with, would encourage a mi- 
litary ſpirit among us, without the expenſe of 
fleets or armies. 


Object. 17. Small plantations in debt will be 
abandoned, or united to others. 


Anſw. 17. It is the beſt thing that can happen 
both to * and creditor; for ſuch never pay 
intereſt money; nor indeed do they ſupport them- 
ſelves, except where the planter is out of debt, 
and lives with his ſlaves, planting proviſions for 
himſelf and them, and being contented to ſend to 
market as much ſugar as an attention to theſe ob- 
jects permit, to purchaſe what his plantation af- 


fords not, 


Object. 18, Large plantations will ſend leſs ſu- 
gar to market, 


Anſw. 18. In every plantation much land is 
— in canes that pays not for the culture. Per- 
haps one fourth part of St. Kitts is in this ſitua- 
tion, and a much greater proportion in ſome other 
colonies. Turn this into proviſions for the ſlaves, 
and graſs for the cattle; fewer ſlaves will do the 
work, and the reduced quantity of land reſerved 
for the canes, getting more manure, will * 
rac 


{( 28 ) 
the weather better, and produce more certain and 
better crops. 4 


Object. 19. The importation of ſugar, and its e- 
venue, will be affected. 


Anſw. 19. The importation of ſugar will 
never be profitably increaſed (ſee introduction) 
by the purchaſe of African ſlaves; and we have 
proved that the revenue depends not on the quan- 
tity of ſugar made in our own colonies; for we 
may raiſe the ſame, or higher duties, on foreign 
ſugars, (See introduction, and object. 4.) 


Object. 20. The conſumption of Britiſh commodi- 
ties in the iflands will be leſſened. 


Anſw. 20. The conſumptionof the ſugar colonies 
is hardly half the conſumption of half a million of 
| peopee in a diſtant quarter of the globe. But the 

abolition will greatly increaſe it. For the ſlaves 
muſt be better ſupplied than hitherto with neceſ- 
ſaries; and as they advance in ſociety they will 
increaſe in their demands, 


Object. 21. The cultivation of the cane will be 
diminiſhed. 0 


- Anſw. 21. So it may, and yet the quantity of 
ſugar, and the profit from it, be increaſed, if only 
what pays for the culture (Object. 18.) be uſed; 
lands producing leſs than an hogſhead per acre, 
hardly pays for the culture. Our iſlands contain 
about Gap millions of acres. A crop is taken 
from the ſame land every ſecond year; from ſome 
freſh lands every year; 120,000 acres of good 
land ſelected for each crop, might give from 
| 180,000 
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130,000 to 200,000 hogſheads, which exceeds a 
medium crop at preſent. According to Long's 
eſtimate, 200,000 hogſheads may be made by 
300,000 ſlaves, without leſſening their numbers. 
A much leſs number [rt ay ed, worked and 
aſſiſted with cattle, would be ſufficient. ' 


Object. 22. The new iſlands require new flaves, 
and plantations underbanded may be improved by 
them. 


Anfw, 22. Hardly has one plantation in the 
new iſlands given the loweſt uſual intereſt on its 
coſt and expenſes. But the price of African ſlaves 
is now advanced fo high (Object. 19) that hence- 
forth no purchaſe of them can poſlibly turn out 

rofitable. The value of a negroc's labour, argu- 
ing from Long's eſtimate, vol. 2. p. 437, 438, of 
three ſlaves to two hhds. can be reckoned only at 

8. But the uſual rent and inſurance of a ſlave, is 

rem £10 to L 12, and there is nothing left for the 
returns of the lands, &c. occupied by them. If 
ever, from this time, new lands be brought into 
culture, ſome other method, than this of working 
them by African ſlaves, muſt be tried. Let the 
planter twiſt the calculation as he pleaſes, he will 
never prove anew ſlave profitable. 


Object. 23. Tue planter can bear no interruption 
in the annual ſupply of ſlaves. 


Anſiw. 23. In the late war he bore the inter- 

ruption for about ſix years, without any ſenſible 

injury. Since that time he has made but ſmall 

uſe of the trade, but though in his own power, has 

turned it over to the each and Spaniards, 

There is an accommodating diſpoſition in man, 
| | that 


„„ 
that adapts itſelf to neceſſity. This meaſure ins 
deed will only keep the planter, even in the opi- 
nion of Long, from running in debt. N 


Object. 24. The planter will be ruined. 


Anſw. 24. Not one will be injured (Object. 6, 
22, 23.) whoſe ruin is not already ſealed. He who 
is not in debt, will accommodate himſelf to his 
ſituation. He will throw out, or fallow his poor 

rounds. He will manure better what remains, 
He will allot lands for proviſions and graſs. He 
will uſe the aſſiſtance of cattle. He will work 


flaves not as hitherto againſt time, but a certain 


taſk of work. He will allow them fo d, reſt, and 
clothing. He will hire white people, or free ne- 
groes and mulattoes (of whom there are great 
numbers in the colonies, without employment) 
for domeſtics, and turn his ſlaves into the field; 


| He will buy up around him for the culture of the 


cane, thoſe ſlaves that are now employed im leſs 
productive labour, or that belong to poor free 
people, who are kept poor and idle, depending on 
their ſlaves induſtry. This plan is alſo the beſt 
that the involved planter can purſue, unleſs he 
can ſell his ſlaves and other property to a more 
wealthy neighbour. Thus by being prevented 
from purchaſing new ſlaves, many may be forced 
to methods of humanity, and ſaved from otherwiſe 
inevitable ruin, | 


Object. 25. A ſugar plantation is a profitable 
manufatiory. 


Anſw. 25, It is an expenſive loſing one. It 
will in no caſe ſucceed, but on a large ſcale, where 
it can have within itſelf proviſions, TN of 
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ſlaves and cattle. Even few of the moſt profit= 
able could bear to be brought to calculation, if 
their expenſes were carried on from the firſt pur- 
chaſe. | 


Object. 26. White men cannot work in a Weſt- 
Indian climate. 


Anſw, 26, Nor white nor black can ſupport 
unremitting Tabour, without food or reſt. Bur 
white men kept from new rum, may, in the morn= 
ing and evening, perform double the preſent raſk 
off flaves, without — from the climate. 
Barbadoes, St. Kitts, and Nevis, were originally 
ſettled by white men. It was only on the intro- 
duction of negroes, that they began to decreaſe in 
numbers. But the mortality could not poſſibly 
have been greater among them than has been 
lately in the new iſlands, and in clearing freſh 
lands in Jamaica, 


Object. 27. Nor will they work with flaves. 


Anſw. 27. Poor white men do work along 
with their flayes. The beſt fortunes that have 
been eſtabliſhed in the Weſt-Indies, have been by 
thoſe, who firſt worked to buy, and then ſhared 
labour with a ſlave. There is, I believe, a baro- 
net now alive, whom his mother tied on her back, 
while ſhe fed the mill with canes. The author 
got acquainted with a Frenchman in St. Vin- 
cent's, who began with his two hands, and ſettled 
and ſtocked in ſucceſſion, five coffee plantations, 


Object. 28. Free negroes or mulattoes will not 
work with flaves in the field. 


| Anſw, 28, 
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Anſw. 28. Then hire them as domeſtics, and 
turn domeſtic ſlaves into the field. The colonies 
at preſent contain twice as many ſlaves as are ne- 
ceſſary, if properly aſſiſted, treated and worked, to 


ſend the preſent produce to market; and any ſup- 
ply of labourers, if really wanted, is preferable to 


the African ſlave trade. Nor can an objection to 


the turning of domeſtics and others into the field, 


be made. by him, who prapoſes to,go to Africa to 
kidnap, or encourage others to kidnap, and force 
happy free people from their native country, to 
dic a'thouſand deaths in their paſſage to the Weſt. 
Indies, that perhaps one in ten may work in his 
field a half ſtarved ſlave. e me IO 


- Object. 29. Slaves are neceſſary as domeſtics, and 
bandy craftſmen. OE 2 


Anfw. 29. A ſlave handy-craftſman, performs 


not one third of the ordinary taſk of a freeman. 


But white handy-craftſmen may be increaſed as 
wanted. Families entertain from 20 to 60 ſlaves, 
who do not the work of 5 or 6 hired ſervants. 

The whole number of tradeſmen, domeſtics and 

others, not employed about ſugar in the colonies, 
may be eſtimated at 150,000. Theſe being ef- 

fective people, and worked in the field, well fed, 

properly taſked and aſſiſted by cattle, might of 
themſelves ſend more than the preſent quantity of 
ſugar to market. This exchange from the houſe 
to the field, often takes place from caprice, as a 

puniſhment; and handy-craft ſlaves are occaſion- 

ally ſent in there. In any caſe, the exchange can- 

not encroach ſo much on the rights of humanity,” 
as the ſlave trade to Africa. 


Object. 30. 


* 
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Object. 30. No ſupply can be found if the trade 
be aboliſhed. 


Anſw. 30. This is anſwered (Object. 27, 28, 
29.) Perhaps not more than one half of the ef- 
fective ſlaves in our colonies is actually employed 
in the culture of the cane, There is then in the 
colonies a ſufficient ſupply of field ſlaves, till the 
encouragement of population ſhall have taken 


effect, 


Object. 31. Slaves are happier than Engliſh 
peaſants, | 


Anſw. 31. Have peaſants their eyes beat out, 
their bones broken, their fleſh furrowed by the 
whip, their wives expoſed to a bailiff's luſt; are 
they, without remedy, confined to any, the moſt 
unreaſonable oppreſſive maſter? Are their wives 
and children taken from them, and ſold to diſtant 
parts? Do they cultivate barren ſpots of ground 
on Sundays for food ? Is their daily allowance ſix 
ounces of flour? Have they no warm clothing ; 
no linen to wrap their new-born babe in? But it 
is endleſs to mark the difference, The aſſertion 


inſults common ſenſe, 


Object. 32. Negroes are happier in the colonies 
than in Africa. | 


Anſw. 32. Poſitively denied. Do they ever 
offer themſelves to be received into our ſlave 
ſhips, to eſcape from their wretched country ? Is 
there not a charm in the place of nativity, that 

makes to the natives, Greenland more deſirable 
than the poliſhed parts of Europe ? Do they not 
ſeize every opportunity of riſing againſt, or eſ- 
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caping from their oppreſſors? Do they not in- 
creaſe in their own country, and decreaſe in our 
more deſirable colonies? For one moment ſup- 
poſe this true. For one that lives to ſettle in the 


Weſt-Indies, ten are killed, ſuffocated, or loſt to 
Africa. To make one man happy, muſt ten be 


deſtroyed ? But how can wretched Africa bear 
an annual loſs of 200,000 people in the prime of 
life, at which the ſlave trade and its conſequences 
may be fairly eſtimated, while happy Weſt-In- 
dians (by the report of the African merchant, a 


writer on the planter's ſide) require an annual ſu 


ply of 40,000, or nearly one tenth of the whole ? 
This objection is advanced for a particular purpoſe, 
and isexaggerated. But we know certainly thatlutle 
and very caſy labour ſupplies them with food and 
clothing in Africa; unceaſing labour ſtarves them 
in the Weſt- Indies. Indeed, how can they be ſaid 
to be happy in a country, who, in ſeveral iſlands, 


have not a ſcrap of land allotted for their main- 


tenance, that can be turned to any other cul- 
ture? 


Object. 33. The labour of ſlaves is cheaper than 
that of free men. 


Anſw. 33. Moſt poſitively denied. The plant- 
er affirms, that it requires ſix ſlaves to do the 
work of one peaſant. The moſt pinching allow- 
ance that can be given to.a ſlave, and the loweſt 
eſtimate his rent and inſurance can be laid at, muſt 
amount to a much larger ſum, than the bare handy 
labour of any peaſant, without cattle and inſtru- 
ments of huſbandry, could poſſibly perform. But 
it has been proved (See introduction) that the 
labour of a ſlave pays not for his coſt and expenſe 


in ſeaſoning, A maſter muſt ſupply the death of 


a ſlave 
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a Nave at an enormous expenſe from the flave- 
market. For a little better food and clothing, 
in return for a double taſk of work, the peaſant, 
without coſt, breeds labourers in ſucceſſion for his 
employers. But when it is acknowledged that 
ſlaves do leſs work than peaſants, (if they do it 
cheaper, then they earn leſs in the ſame time, and 
have therefore leſs means to buy the comforts of 
life) how then can they be happier than Engliſh 
peaſants, for example, (Object. 455 who earn ſo 
much more by their labour, and therefore have 
more the means of indulgence? 


Object. 34. Emancipation of flaves will ruin the 
maſter. | 

' Anfw. 34. It is not even ſuggeſted, (See in- 
troduction) till their improvement ſhall have made 
it the maſter's intereſt freely to beſtow it. The 
ſimple abolition of the trade, operating as a kind 


neceſſity on the intereſt and diſcretion of the 


planter, and taking away this deluſive lure from 
ſhort-ſighted avarice, will do every thing at pre- 
ſent for the ſlave, that humanity requires. If any 
abuſes remain, they may be regulated as diſcover- 
ed, without injury to the maſter's property, or his 
Juſt authority over it. 


Object. 35. If freed they will not work. 


Anſw. 35. This concluſion is drawn from the 
indolence of ſavages. But it is not propoſed to 
free thern, till they ſhall have been civilized, and 
prepared for the government of law. To ſuppoſe 
that in ſuch circumſtances they will not exert 
themſelves to procure the conveniences and com- 


forts of life, in the ſame manner as other civilized 
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people, is to deny them the attributes of human 
nature, But there are many particular inſtances 
in the colonies to contradict the fact; and in 
North America many planters have emancipated 
their ſlaves, and afterwards hired them to work 
by the day or piece, and found their advantage in 
it. The colliers in Scotland have been lately 
freed, to the mutual benefit of maſter and ſer- 
vant. But indeed the objection is a mere con- 
jecture, for very few have ever been freed in the 
Weſt-Indies, on which the obſervation could be 
properly made, | | 


Object. 36. Theft is lightly puniſhed in the co- 
lonies, 8 


Anſw. 36. Not always. I have myſelf ſeen 
ſuch inſtances of puniſhment on bare ſuſpicion, as 
would make humanity ſhudder. But what muſt 
be the heart of that man, who can puniſh with ſe- 
verity a wretch, breaking a cane, or ſtealing to 
ſatisfy that hunger, which his parſimony has occa- 
ſioned. Indeed the breaking of canes in my 
time, was a kind of high treaſon, to be puniſhed 
with particular ſeverity. 


Object. 37. Planters are miſrepreſented; there= 
fore probably Guinea captains are ſo likewiſe. 


Anſw. 37. If the planter's own conſcience con- 
demns him not, we bring not his character into 
the queſtion. Without quoting names, cruel 
facts are alledged as connected with ſlavery. But 
the reputation of planters and Guinea captains, 
are not touched on. There are good men in both 
lines. It is the oppreſſion and murder of mm 

| | leſs 
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leſs Africans, for whom the publick attention is 


claimed. 


Object. 38. A profit is drawn from the flaves 
ſold to foreigners, | 


Anſw. 38. Here the intereſt of the ſlave mer- 
chant and of the planter diſagree. French 
planters particularly, not having much intereſt- 
money to pay, and managing their own planta- 
tions, can allot more of their produce to the 
increaſe of their ſtock, and give higher prices 
than our planters are willing to ſpare from their 
own perſonal expenſes. The French planter does 
not any more than the Engliſh make an ordinary 
intereſt of his money by the purchaſe of new 


ſlaves; but he prefers this method of appropriat- 


ing his income to that of ſpending it on his own 
perſonal indulgencies, 


Object. 39. F profitable for the French to buy, 
why not for us ? 


Anſw. 39. The French iſlands being more 
fertile than ours, can bear a more expenſive culti- 
vation; and their ſlaves being better fed and 
clothed, though unproductive, are not ſo much ſo 
as our ſlaves. Of 800,000 ſlaves imported into 
St. Domingo in 96 years preceding 1774, there 
remained 140,000 Creoles, or one Creole from 
fix Africans. Our whole number of Creoles would 
not be perhaps in the proportion of one from 12 
Africans imported into our colonies. 


Object. 40. The French having no longer à com- 
petition with us, will buy their flaves cheap if we 
abandon the trade. 
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Anſw. 40. In all ſettled trades the profit ſoon 
becomes to be nearly equally diſtributed among 
all thoſe who are concerned in it. When an 
article has once ſettled at a certain price, it can 
hardly ever be reduced back to its original coſt, 
even when that circumſtance is removed, which 
firſt occaſioned the riſe, The tax on glaſs is ſaid 
to have been doubled on the conſumer, Repeal 
the tax, the price would not be diminiſhed in 
proportion, Slaves, beſides the expenſes of the ſhip, 
which are {8 more, now coſt in goods, on the 
coaſt of Africa, at a medium about 17. Paſſing 
through a variety of hands from the inland coun- 
tries, in each of which a profit muſt be left, any 
reduction of price on the coaſt muſt make ſlaves 
a loling bargain, therefore the reduction of the 
price will counterbalance the want of competition, 
A manufacturer, who loſes part of his cuſtomers, 
produces goods only ſufficient to ſupply his leſſen- 
ed demand, and muſt try to lay a higher price on 
them, to make up for the loſs of his former trade. 
But if we can ſhew that the ſlave trade is at beſt 
precarious, aud often a loſing trade, ſhould the 
demand for ſlaves only change hands from us to 
the French, then will the French only extend a 
loſing traffick. If the demand be leſſened, then 
will the ſlave-brokers quantum of profit be leſſen- 
ed, which the preſent ſtate of the trade will not 
bear, This leaves us to conclude, that the French. 
cannot draw great advantages from our abandon- 
ing the trade to them, | 


- Obſerv. 41. If we give up the trade, the French 
will extend their ſhare of it. 


Anſw. 41. Suppoſe that others ſucceſsfully rob 
and murder on the highway, muſt we join the 
lawleſs band. At preſent, the French buy _ 
| | aves 
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Naves on the coaſt from our brokers, Our goods 
pay for them, our factories accommodate them. 
Stop theſe channels, and the French cannot at 
once eaſily ſupply the goods, or procure the ſlaves. 
To us it is (by the acknowledgment of men well 
acquainted with the trade, when they have not a 
particular point to carry) a precarious, and on the 
whole, a loſing trade. Did one company carry it 
on, that company muſt become bankrupt, But 
their preſent ſhare has ſo few allurements for their 
own merchants, that. their government offers a 
bounty to Engliſh ſhips to be employed in it under 
French papers for the ſettlement of new lands in St. 
Domingo. Still the French planter complains of 
the hardſhip impoſed on him by the advanced price 
of ſlaves. Therefore, if the French extend their 
trade, they will extend their loſs, eſpecially of ſea- 
men, which extraordinary as ours (lee int.) is, great- 
ly exceeds our proportion. In the mean time, it is 
a ſubject of diſcuſſion for government, to deter- 
mine how far an eagerneſs for lucre may be 
indulged in our traders, when directed to the 


improvement of a rival colony, with a view to 


the eſtabliſhment of a marine, though at the 
expenſe of the individual planters who puſh it 
on. In another point of view, if the ſubject be 
properly propoſed, may we not ſuppoſe the French 
as capable as we are of being influenced by ſen- 
timents of humanity and Juſtice ? 


Object. 42. This abolition will raiſe diſputes an 
the coaſt of Africa with the French. 


Anſw, 42. The limits of our factories are 


eſtabliſhed, Where the French hitherto have 
not been permitted to buy flaves, they cannot 


expect to be indulged to the hindrance of our 
. C 4 traffic 


1900 


traffic in wood, gums, ivory, gold, &c. From 
their want of factories, they cannot extend their 
flave-trade. If the minds of the natives be once 
pre- occupied in favour of the barter trade, they 
will not allow ſlave-brokers to paſs, but at an 
expenſe, which the trade cannot bear. Perhaps 
the Dutch, Danes, and Portugueſe, may be in- 
duced to follow our example. Then the ſlave 
| trade could not be carried on to any great extent. 


—— — — — —ä —ñ—ä — 
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Object. 43. Slaves will be ſmuggled in from other 
Mands to ours. 


Anſw. 43. Not at preſent, becauſe our plan- 
| ters living in England cannot afford to give as 
| high prices as foreigners give. Our planters now 
| do not, or cannot, buy what they think the ne- 
1 ceſſary ſupplies at the preſent advanced price; 
= and if they did buy them, according to Long, 
| they would find them an unprofitable — 
| Smuggled negroes cannot coſt leſs than 20 per 
1 cent. above the preſent rate; how will our plane 
| ters be able to afford this? But when ſmuggling 
is diſcovered, it may eaſily be prevented; it is 
not now neceſſary to ſuppole it. . 


| Object. 44. The trade is an extenſive market far 
1 our manufactures. 


Anſw. 44. We ſhould bluſh to think, that in 
order to make it profitable, we are obliged to- 
cheat tne poor Africans with damaged goods, and 
A falſe meaſure ; (ſee Newton's Thoughts on Slave- 

4 trade). Every man who argues for ſuch a trade, 
argues for the baſeſt treachery and fraud that ever 
came to the gallows. If this trade were ſtopped, 
our preſent fair trade in the ſtaple commodiries of 

| * Africa, 
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Africa, might be indefinitely extended. The 
whole export is eſtimated within / 800,000 col- 
lected from a number of adventurers, often as the 
laſt puſh, in hopes of a lucky hit, like a ticket 
in the lottery, to ſave them from bankruptcy. 
Of this a conſiderable part is bartered for ſtaple 
articles, as wood, ivory, &c. and full one-third 
is ſaid ro be Eaſt-India goods. This eſtimate 1s 
checked by the number of ſlaves purchaſed by our 
traders on the coaſt. That number annually is 
about 40,000, which, at Z 17 per head, is only 
L 680,000. The expenſes of the voyage are ( 8 
more, which are charged on thoſe ſold to the planter 


Object. 45. Guinea captains, ſurgeons, and officers, 
alone gain annually { 50,000 in this trade, and one 
particular dealer in Guinea ſhips made an immenſe 
fortune. | 


Anſw. 45. Theſe are almoſt all the people: 
who make money in the trade, The captain and 
officers by their privilege ſlaves, who never die, 
and their commiſſion on the cargo, muſt always 
make money. The dealer in ſhips alluded to, 
had a great number in the trade, and ſtood his 
own inſurer in a lucky period. 


Object. 46. Slaves once brought down from the 
inland parts of Africa muſt be exported to prevent 
them from being murdered. 


Anſw. 46. Could the trade be ſtopped in a 
moment, the abolition ſhould at once take place. 
But as numbers for many months muſt continue 
to be brought down to the coaſt, it will require 
ſome management to confine their ſale to our 
own iſlands, ſhould our planters be ſo much 
perſuaded of their utility, as to put ö to 

ome 
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ſome inconveniencies in order to purchaſe them, 
” that they may not be paſſed to foreigners. 


Oby ect, 47. Our planters have not credit to pur- 
chaſe flaves. N 


Anſw. 47. This muſt not be urged by any 
planter reſiding in England; for if he thinks the 
purchaſe profitable, why allots he not his European 
expenſes to this purpoſe? 


X ITS; 
Odieck. 48. The trade is a nurſery for ſeamen. 


 Anſw. 48. It is the very grave of ſeamen, de- 


ſtroying more than all our foreign trade beſides, 
often loſing by deaths, incurable diſeaſes, &c, 
two-thirds of thoſe employed in itz and in the 
proportion of about eight to one of thoſe loſt in 


the barter or wood trade on the ſame coaſt. 


Object. 49. The Hal- Indian trade is moſt profitable 
to this coupteys © 


| Auſtw. 49. Then why is every ſugar factor 
trying all he can to ſhake off his connections 


with the ſugar planters, or to confine them 


intirely to the ſale of his ſugars, and the ſhipping 
of his ſtores ? Can any planter now borrow money 
on his Weſt-Indian property, either to improve it, 
or pay off preſſing demands? Has there not been 
more bankruptcies among capital ' houſes con- 
need with the ſugar colonies, than in any other 
branch of trade? Nay, it will be found, that 


the ſlave-trader himſelf complains of the tardineſs 


of the planter's payments, 


Object. 30. 


— 
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Object. 0. Slaves. myſt carry out dung in baſ- 
kets, and bring canes home in bundles, 


Anſw, 50. Allot lands for graſs, and one horſe 
and cart will do the work of forty ſlaves. \ __ 


Object. 51. In crop time, the whole gang, what- 
ever be its number, muſs be employed in making. of 
the ſugar. £ 


Anſw. 51. Gangs of 220 ſlaves; others, not 


amounting to 100, are kept to the ſame work, 
with little difference in the quantity of ſugar 
made, that may not be explained fromother circum- 
ſtances, as the ſituation of the mill for receiving the 
wind, &c. Here ſurely muſt be a waſte of labour 
in the more numerous gang; becauſe the other 
plantation work might alſo be carried on ſo as to 
make fewer ſlaves neceſſary at other times. The 
fact is, 140 or 160 ſlaves often cultivate as much 
land, and ſend as much ſugar to market as 220 
ſlaves, Theſe laſt muſt therefore be ill managed. 


Object. 52. Slaves muſe be kept at work, or under 
command, from dawn till late at night. 


Anſw. 52, What purpoſe this drawling method 
anſwers, but the indulgence of caprice of avarice 
ill underſtood, cannot be diſcovered. Give them 
a taſk, They may reſt in the heat of the day, and 
do twice their preſent work. But they muſt be 
better fed, and not be ſent in the hour of reſt two 
miles from home to pick grals for cattle, 


Object. 53. Slaves cannot be afiſted by cattle. 


Anſw. 53. The plough might be uſed in a 
great 
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great proportion of cane land. But cattle may 
at leaſt aſſiſt always in carrying out dung and 
bringing home canes, as is now done on particu- 
lar plantations. But ſuch is the avarice for ſugar 
that no graſs lands are allotted for the ſupport o 
cattle. Hence often at the beginning of a crop, 
the whole ſtock of cattle muſt be renewed at 
any Price. 4 


O dect. 54. The ſtate of ſlaves will not be im- 
proved by the planting of proviſions. | 


Anſw. 54. The culture of proviſions is eaſier 
than that of canes. Plant them where canes pay 
not for the culture. Expence is ſaved ; the ſlaves 
are more plentifully fed, and the remaining cane 
land is better dreſſed, and becomes more pro- 

ductive. 


Object. 55. Proviſions muſt be brought from 
Europe and America to feed the ſlaves, 


Anſw. 55. This unnatural ſtate anſwers neither 
the purpoſe of profit or humanity. Slaves 
will never be well fed by grain brought from | 
diſtant parts. In bad years, when the planter 1s 
leaſt able to purchaſe it, it will be moſt wanted. 
In the beſt years, luxury will grudge the coſt. 
In fact, ſlaves will never be well fed with ſuch 
purchaſed grain. 


Object. 56. Slaves have ſufficient proviſion 
ground. 


Anſfw. 56. And, except in Jamaica, only Sun- 
day to work it. But it is not generally true, either 
that they have ſufficient ground, or that it is 

| 6 00 | generally 


a, 


of it 


generally uſeful. A few prime ſlaves appropriate 
the beſt parts, and weakly ſlaves are thruſt out, 
or have their proviſions ſtolen. Hardly ever can 
they ſpare them to ripen. Proviſion ground will 


be uſeful only, when made, equally with cane land, 


the work of the whole gang under the overſeer. 
Yet this moſt neceſſary part of plantation eco- 
nomy is almoſt wholly neglected, the manager 
thinking much once or twice in a ſeaſon to 
examine into the ſtate of it. 


Object. 57. Moſt excellent orders are ſent out by 
abſent planters. | 


Anſw. 57. Whatever be their tenour, they are 
always interpreted by the cuſtom of the colonies, 
which is for ſeverity and pinching. They are 
always ſuppoſed to mean, Send home as much 
ſugar, and draw as few bills on them as poſſible. 
A gentleman for fourteen years had deſired the 
happineſs of his ſlaves, not revenue, to be con- 
ſidered. But'aſking his managers why his ſlaves 


did not increaſe under ſuch orders, he received 


for anſwer, © they had been too hard worked, 
cc and too ill fed?“ 


Object. 58. I 7s the planter's intereſt to treat 
bis flaves well. 


Anſw. 58. Then his practice contradicts his 
opinion. Can it be his intereſt to allow his ſlave 
neither food or reſt? Are ſix ounces of flour, or 
five hours reſt, ſufficient refreſhment for twenty- 
four hours? Can it be his intereſt to wear them 
out by inconſiderate fatigue, and in a few years 
be obliged repeatedly to renew his gang from the 
ſlave-market; rather than by diſcreet management 


to 
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to enable them to carry on his work, and' raiſe 


up without expenſe, ſucceſlive generations of 


labourers for his profit. 


Obj ect. 59, 7. be treatment of flaves ſhould be 


regulated. 


Anſw. 59. Except in a very few points it is 
almoſt impoſſible for law to come between a 
maſter and his ſlave. A cruel or capricious man 
can teaſe and waſte his ſlave in a thouſand ways 
that law cannot check, nor authority reach, The 
Danes, indeed, have an effectual method in their 
iſlands, which has been enforced in ſeveral parti- 
cular inſtances. The governor diveſts a cruel 
maſter of the management of his property, and 
ſets humane people over it: —a cuſtom truly 


worthy of imitation. 


Object. 60. Plantations cannot be ſupplied from 
the births. | 


| Anſw. 60. Nor will they while the Nave-mar- 
ket is conſidered as a better mode of recruiting 


them. than that of population, But at preſent 
many increaſe from the births in all the rice, 


tobacco, and ſugar colonies, from the caſualty of 


a humane maſter, and eaſy manager, a careful 
manager's wife, an attentive -ſurgeon, This 
proves the ſtrong biaſs in nature to increaſe where 
not checked by oppreſſion; and it would univer- 


' fally be the caſe it humane and proper treatment 
were univerſal, 


Object. 61. Population is checked by an over 


' proportion of males, 


Anſw, 61. 
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Anſw. 61. This over proportion takes place 
only among African ſlaves, who are not prolific 
in the colonies, not from natural cauſes, but from 
chagrin, the want of neceſſaries, and encourage- 
ment. But their proportion cannot at preſent be 
very conſiderable, (ſee introduct.) The natural 
proportion of the ſexes takes place among the 
Creoles, who are in ſufficient numbers, if properly 
indulged and aſſiſted, to overſtock all our iſlands 
in a few years, without diminiſhing the preſent 
produce of ſugar. 


Object. 62. Slaves are not kidnapped by our 
traders, but culprits or priſoners of war. 


Anſw. 62. We do not ſay that any great pro- 


portion of them are now kidnapped by our 


traders; becauſe as far as they can reach with 
their boats the country is either deſolated by 
former depredations, or is under ſuch police as 
makes it rather dangerous; though it ſometimes 
happens that we hear of a captain making what 
he calls a ſtroke, ſweeping away as many freemen 
as he can overpower with his crew. But we ſay 
that the natives kidnap each other, and that 
criminals make but a very ſmall proportion of 
the whole. That they are kidnapped is almoſt 
the univerſal anſwer from thoſe brought into our 
colonies; nor can the numbers brought down to 
the coaſt be accounted for in any other manner, 
But ſuppoſe them culprits or priſoners of war, are 
we then the executioners for African tyrants, or 
African judges? Are we to puniſh unfortunate 
wretches by the thouſand deaths endured in our 
ſlave ſhips? Offer a Guinea captain, condemned 
for murdering his crew or his ſlaves, his life, on 
condition of being fettered and treated as a ſlave 
| in 
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in the paſſage to the Weſt· Indies, he would run for 
refuge to the gallows. Moore mentions a free ne- 
groe offered to him for ſale for ſtealing a tobacco 
Pipe. If priſoners of war may be enſlaved, why ſend 
we not our ſlave-traders to attend the Turkiſh and 
Ruſſian armies, and provide ourſelves there? It 
will be as juſt and proper, as to ſtir up wars in 
Africa for the purpoſe of making ſlaves. 


| Object. 63. Britain produces annually 2000 
| culprits. The negroe countries are four times as large, 
They therefore may ſupply annually $0,000 culprits. 


| Anſw. 63. This ſuppoſes Africa equally civi- 
ö lized with Britain; for crimes are the offspring of 
civilization. Crimes exiſt not among ſavages. 
There muſt be laws and police to which they are 
j - to be referred. This, therefore, if true, euts off 
| — another aſſertion, that the Africans are brutiſh. 
| But how does our method of collecting ſlaves on 
4x the coaſt agree with this notion? Our traders 
ſhould demand a certificate of the ſlave's ſentence, 
1 leſt he take away an innocent perſon. The fact 
1 is, among imported ſlaves there exiſts no appear- 
| ance of culprits: ſome are young girls not grown 
up; many boys under 14 years: they generally 
affirm themſelves to have been kidnapped. If 
criminals, ſome of their old practices would now 
and then break out; but they are quiet inoffenſive 
people, guilty only of brooding over their unhap- 
py ſtate, or of ſtealing from a niggardly maſter 
to keep themſelves from dying of hunger. 


Obje&. 64. They are the children of women kept 
for breeding ſlaves. 


| Anſw. 64. Then they would be ſold when 
| children; 
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children; but the ſlave cargoes conſiſt of all ages 
of both ſexes, which have been kidnapped or en- 
ſlaved in wars made on purpoſe to accommodate 
the dealers in this horrid traffick, 


Object. 65. The king of Dahomy murders his peo- 
ple for his amuſement, therefore we may traffick in 


ſlaves. 
Anſw. 65. This monſter, from ſuperſtition, ſa- 


crifices his own people, and from avarice, enſlaves 
and ſells others. But the one paſſion intermeddles 
not with the exertion of the other. Their opera- 
tions are diſtinct. His avarice is encouraged by our 
traders, and renders numbers of his people wretch- 
ed, in addition to thoſe leſs unhappy people, who 
are the victims of his cruelty. By checking this in- 
human trade, we ſhould annihilate one half of the 
evil; by proſecuting it, we are guilty of all the 
ills produced by it, and encourage his ſavage diſ- 
poſition. 


Object. 66. The faves are bought in open market, 
and the brokers will not diſcloſe any particulars reſpect- 
ing their captivity. 


Anſtw. 66. Do not our traders wink with their 
eyes, and avoid any cloſe inquiry? But if they be 
ignorant how they are originally procured in the 
land parts, how come they ſo well acquainted with 
the circumſtances of their being the children of 
ſlave breeders, priſoners of war, and culprits ? In- 
deed to call them culprits, contradicts another 
plea that they are brutiſh ; for among ſavages there 
can be no culprits. Society muſt be well advan- 
ced before a man can be conſidered as criminal, 
and an object of juſtice. y, 

D Object. 67. 
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Object. 67. Slaves are well cared for on board 
the flave ſhips, and loſe not above four in an hundred, 
in the paſſage from Africa to the Weſt- Indies. 


Anſw. 67. Where ſix men are ſtowed in the 
place of one, which is the difference between a 
flave-ſhip and a tranſport for carrying troops, it 
is impoſſible that the wretches can be well cared 
for. But for this, fee Mr. Newton and Mr. Fal- 
conbridge's accounts of their horrid ſtate. It 
may have poſſibly happened, that not more than 
four in an hundred, might in a particular caſe 
have been loſt in the paſſage. But what is this 
to the many inſtances where an half, or even two- 
thirds, have been loſt before the ſhip had reached 
the Weſt-Indies? If ſo few be loft, how comes 
it that a ſlave-trader cannot get inſurance in Lon- 
don on his ſlaves at any rate; or that thoſe, who 
in one or two inſtances under-wrote ſlaves at 25 
per cent. premium, refuſed to continue the ad- 
vantageous bargain ! | 


Object. 68, They are encouraged to rear children, 
and will not. | 


Anſw, 68. Can they rear them for him, who 
demands bricks without ſtraw, that they may be 
oppreſſed at his caprice ? How few are put in the 
ſtate, have food, clothes, or neceſſaries, to en- 
courage them, or are indulged when pregnant, 
or when nurſes ? Can a young ſingle lad, or 
a batchelor manager, as is now the growing cuſ- 
tom to employ on plantations, have that fellow- 
feeling and ſympathy with a child-bearing woman, 
that may be expected in a tender-hearted matron ? 
I can recolle& but one caſe, where flaves have 
increaſed under a batchelor, There ſome pecu- 
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liarly favourable circumſtances take place. Thoſe 
acquainted with the uſual treatment of ſlaves, 
may wonder how ſo many children are reared, 
rather than ſo few. Indeed, the ordinary cauſes 
of the increaſe of ſlaves on particular plantations, 
ſhew how eaſily population may be promoted, 


Object. 69. Negroe women are profiigate, and 
deftroy their fruit. 


Anſw. 69. This takes place among none but 
perhaps a few, that are ſuffered to work, or hire 
themſelves out among ſeamen. 


Object. 70. The number of Creoles, where ihe 
ſexes only are in due proportion, is not equal to the 


Support of the preſent ſtock. 


Anſw. 705 Denied, ſee Introduction. Our 
Creoles exceed two-thirds of our preſent number 
of ſlaves; but not more than two-thirds of the 
whole are employed in the culture of ſugar, and 
that in a proportion, which Long ſays, they may 
continue to increaſe from the births. Every other 
department may eaſily be ſupplied by white men 
or free negroes, and mulattoes. It mult not be 
loſt ſight of, that few African women breed, and 
that no new ſlaves repay their coſt, expenſe, and 
loſs in ſeaſoning. We cannot, therefore, ſuppoſe 
any future progeny of theſe capable of repaying 
the expenſe of ſuch a purchaſe; and can expect 
a profitable recruit only from Creoles, But there 
are inſtances in every colony of humane treatment 
actually producing an increaſe, This will uni- 
verſally be the caſe, when the practice is uni- 
verſal. 


D 2 Object. 71. 
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Object. 71. Unhealthy fituations require ſupplies, 


Anſw. 71. Can this be urged by any man pre- 

tending to humanity or diſcretion. Abandon 
the cultivation of the cane, rather than ſport with 
a brother's life. The unhealthineſs of mines, &c. 
cannot be pleaded here, becauſe worked by vo- 
lunteers. But no plantation that requires ſupplies 
can repay the expenſe. We may ſtill aſk, Has 
every proper meaſure been adapted for the parti- 
cular ſituation ? Are the huts fixed in a dry 
airy fpot? Are the ſlaves plentifully fed, dif- 
creetly worked, well defended with clothes againſt 
damps, or wet weather, Few ſituations are to 
be found that may not be corrected, fo as that 
the human conſtitution ſhall adapt itſelf to it, 
But their manner of living muſt be that of proper 
inhabitants, not artificial, as in a garriſon, or 
uſed as beaſts of burden, and pretended to be 
fed with grain brought from other quarters of 
. ot 


Object. 72. Slavery is not unlawful ; the bible al- 
oo | | 


Anſw. 72. The uſe of money is not unlawful, 
But it is unlawful to rob on the highway to pro- 
cure it. We meddle not with flavery, but with 
the ordinary means of procuring ſlaves. We ſay 
men ought not to go to the coaſt of Africa to 
kidnap the natives, or to encourage them to kid- 
nap each other; or to bribe them with baubles 
to go to war, to fight with and enſlave each 
other; to turn every treſpaſs into a cauſe for en- 
flaving; to ſubje& the unfortunate wretches to 
the miſeries of a Weſt-Indian voyage; to ſell 

| | them 
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them to be half-ſtarved, hard worked, and ill 
treated, - 5 
Chriſtianity obliges us to inſtruct and inform 
the mind. Social liberty is the genuine conſe- 
quence of improvement. Therefore we may ſay, 
that the Chriſtian privilege favours liberty; and, 
while it avoids making any ſudden change in 
eſtabliſhed cuſtoms, it naturally tends towards it. 


Object. 73. The Fews were permitted to hold 
Saves. 


Anſw. 73. They might keep the children of 
the heathen, and their poſterity, ſlaves. But 
they were enjoined to treat them well; inſtruct 
them in their religion, and make them partakers 
of their religion and laws. The ſlaves were ſup- 
plied with food and clothing from their ſix days 
labour, without being forced to work for this on 
Sabbath, If the maſter ſtruck out but a tooth, 
the ſlave was to be free, If he took a maid-ſer- 
vant to his bed, or gave her to his ſon, ſhe had 
the privilege of a wife, and could not be ſold. 
We muſt imitate the example of the Jews, if we 
claim their permiſſion of holding ſlaves. But by 
the coming of our Saviour, all men are become 
brethren. A Jew could hold a Jew in ſervice 
only for ſix years, and only ſuch as were too poor 
to maintain themſelves. We make the Africans 
poor by EY them. But we ſhould keep 
them ſlaves only for ſix years, and then diſmiſs 
them well ſupplied with neceſſaries. Farther, the 
Jews themſelves were numerous in a ſmall coun- 
try. Their ſlaves muſt, therefore, have been few. 
Among thoſe who returned from their captivity, 
there was but one ſlave to ſix Jews; perhaps one 
ſervant to each family. 

| Object. 74. 
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Object. 74. Slavery renders oppreſſion neceſſary. 
See Niger in Public Advertiſer of March 12. 


Anſw. 74. But what except avarice renders 
ſlavery neceſſary ; and can oppreſſion, if it be the 
neceſſary conſequence of a vice, be in any degree 
or ſhape vindicated? Murder is often the neceſ- 
ſary conſequence of paſſion. Is murder therefore 
to be excuſed? What an opening is here for 
crimes and villany of every ſort. 


Object. 75. Free negroes and mulaitoes do not 
increaſe from the births, 


Anſw. 75. It is not true, many inſtances to 
the contrary might be produced. Bur it is alſo 
true, that no race or rank of men will continue 
to increaſe, except where the means of living are 
in abundance. Thoſe here deſcribed, are exceed- 
ingly fettered between white men on the one 
ſide, and ſlaves on the other, for the means of 
ſubſiſtence. Therefore they cannot expand them- 
ſelves. It is ſo with the native white people in 
St. Kitt's; their marriages are prolific, but from 
the want of ſubſiſtence, the old families have in- 
ſenſibly vaniſhed, and every year takes from the 
population of the colony. | 


Object. 76. A compenſation muſt be made to 
Planters for 60 millions of property, which the abo- 
lition of the ſlave-trade will annihilate, 


Anſw. 76. It will be time enough to think of 
compenſation when the loſs has been ſuſtained, 
Even then I ſhould proteſt againſt the claims of 
ſuch Weſt-India appraiſements as I have been 

| acquainted 
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acquainted with. Yet no planter, not already 
ruined, will ſuffer by the abolition. 

Compenſation would defeat every purpoſe 
aimed at, for procuring good treatment to the 
ſlaves. Many Planters find their affairs irreco- 
verable. If they hurry not on their fate, from the 
hopes of compenſation, at leaſt they will be care- 
leß of the iſſue. Their former inconſiderate con- 
duct will continue, perhaps will be ſharpened, to 
enhance their demand. 

If there be a Planter, who has fed his ſlaves 
well, and worked them conſiderately, has in- 
dulged them with proper reſt, has clothed them 
properly, has furniſhed neceſſaries for the encou- 
ragement of population, has lived with them, has 
treated them as fellow- creatures, has made the 
ſupport of his plantation his prime object, and 
been contented with that revenue which this at- 
tention would admit of; in the name of juſtice 
let him be liberally compenſated. But ſuch a 
character ſo circumſtanced, ſo unſucceſsful, is not 
to be found. The need of compenſation is a ſure 
proof he deſerves it not. Again, let it be ob- 
ſerved, that he claims this compenſation becauſe. 
he is prevented from burying African ſlaves ; 
which, even in Long's opinion, would only more 
involve him. 

But if a man has ſeparated himſelf from his 
property, has drawn a revenue to ſupport at a 
diſtance an expenſive eſtabliſhment, from a pro- 
perty not equal to ſuch demands, or which per- 
haps itſelf wanted ſupplies; if, to force out this 
revenue, his half-ſtarved ſlaves have been inceſ(- 
ſantly worked; if neceſſaries for the encourage- 
ment of population have been withheld, and the 
aſſiſtance of cattle has been refuſed ; let not this 
man come to government to make up a loſs ariſ- 


ing 
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ing from the cravings of luxury, or the inconſi- 
derate uſe of power. In this claſs will be found 
every Planter who has ruined himſelf by ſpecu- 
lating in ſugar plantations, Mere adventurers 
cannot claim compenſation, for they are where 
they ſet out. Their creditors have no claim ; for 
they took the chance of their ſucceſs. 


Object. 77. The trade ſhould be regulated, not 
aboliſhed. as . f 


Anſw. 77. Regulate murder as you pleaſe, it 
{till remains murder. Suppoſe a regulation. It 
muſt check the mode of loading the flave-ſhips. 
But at preſent, with every contrivance in the 
ſhipmaſter's power, it is on the whole a loſing- 
trade; it depending on circumſtances, whether a 
particular ſhip makes a ſaving voyage. Regula- 


tions which ſhall make it more expenſive, will- 


make that loſs certain, which is now contingent. 
Therefore, while holding out indulgence, they 
will occaſion a greater loſs, than the abrupt abo- 
lition of it. | 

But the regulations will be accepted with a 
deſign to evade them. In this caſe, the Legiſla- 
ture becomes anſwerable for the oppreſſion and 
murder connected with this trade. 


CONCLUSION. 


I F the ſubject be diſcuſſed, the trade will be 
found ſo iniquitous, that it cannot be left on its 
preſent footing, or be poſſibly regulated. Let the 
abolition then take place on the broad baſis of 
humanity, juſtice, and ſound policy. All parti- 
cular circumſtances will eaſily accommodate them- 


ſelves to the new ſituation of things. * 
. POST- . 
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I SHOULD be ungrateful to paſs over the 
candour of the author of the. Conſiderations on 
Emancipation, &c. to myſelf. He has laid me 
under very great obligations, by ſtepping forward 
to vindicate my reputation from the many horrid 
charges brought againſt me by my former adver- 
faries ; eſpecially, for clearing me of the crime of 
cruelty to my flaves, which has been circulated 
in every company where ſlavery has been agitated, 
and mentioned with as much abhorrence, as if no 
man beſides me had been unfeeling in his treat- 
ment. He will allow me to obferve, that that 
irritation, which he makes the alloy of my tem- 
Pers cannot be intolerable, if it permits me to/ 

affectionate in my family, eaſy to my ſlaves, 
and charitable to the poor; for to theſe the natu- 
ral temper is leaſt under .diſguife. He indeed 
takes out the ſting, by charging my diſputes to 
the pique and prejudice of my enemies. I may 
add, among thoſe praifed in my Eſſay, are ſome, 
who were then my inveterate foes. He will alſo 
indulge me in correcting his miſtake concerning 
the M. Reviewers. Far from cenfuring injurious 
epithets in my writings, they blamed their want 
of warmth. From their late conduct I have only 
learned, that to utter falſe criminal libels againſt 
Mr. R. in low vulgar language, is decent mode- 
rate conduct in his adverſaries; but it is abuſe 
for him to uſe the moſt cautious terms in his 
own vindication. 

But p. 36. I am charged with miſrepreſentation. 
If he will peruſe my Eſſay, he will ſee I prevent 


the concluſion of indiſcriminate ill- treatment of 
> E E - ſlaves, 


1 


ſlaves, by obſerving, that arbitrary power in the 
maſter has not all thoſe ill conſequences with 
which ſenſibility is apt to charge it. And if this, 
and many paſſages of like import, be not ſuffi- 
cient to excuſe me, I cheerfully embrace this 
opportunity of declaring, that the nature of ſla- 
very, not the diſpoſition of the maſter, is charge- 
able with the enormities connected with this 
debaſing ſtate. But he allows that there is occa- 
ſion for cenſure, and that my book contains many 


truths, which he wiſhes, for the honour of hu- 


man nature, he could deny, Indeed, if it were 
not an invidious taſk, every circumſtance in it 
might be referred to individuals, probably well 
known to this gentleman. I hope this is the laſt 
time I ſhall have occaſion to mention myſelf, on 
a ſubject, that ought not to be blended with the 
reputation of its advocates. But as 1 am tired 
of being obliged to carry about with me proofs 


of the innocency of my character, to vindicate it 


from the calumny caſt upon it in every company, 
where my private intereſt®can be hurt, or the 
cauſe in which I am engaged, injured ; and as 
this work may come into hands, which theſe 
Conſiderations may not reach, I truſt I ſhall ſtand 
excuſed with the public for inſerting from them 
here my own eulogium, mixed as it is with irri- 
tation of temper, and miſrepreſentation of facts. 
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EXTRACT from CONSIDERATIONS on 


the Emancipation of Negroes, and on the Abo- 
lition of the Slave Trade, by a Weſt-India 


Planter, page 34, &c. 
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te HAVING introduced the name of this 
writer, (Mr. Ramſay) without whoſe labours 
the ſubject of ſlavery would not probably have 
been ſo much agitated at this day, I cannot diſ- 
miſs him without farther mention, as well to 
reſcue his character from unmerited reproach, as 
to caution his readers againſt the exaggerations 
of his pen. As a huſband and father he was 
affectionate and provident. As a paſtor, de- 
cent, pious, temperate, and exemplary. As a 
maſter of ſlaves, ſo far was he from indulging 
in the exerciſe of cruelty, that he was remark- 
ably abſtemious in the uſe of diſcipline, even on 
neceſſary occaſions. He was charitable to the 
poor, and punctual in his pecuniary tranſactions. 
His good qualities were many; but at the ſame 
time, his temper was prone to irritation ; and if 
not abſolutely vindictive, he was at leaſt ex- 
tremely liberal in the uſe of injurious epithets, 
as appears from his writings, which have drawn 
on him the correction of the learned Journaliſt, 
under whoſe review they have paſſed, though 
otherwiſe ſufficiently diſpoſed to favour his 
cauſe. 
« Unfortunately his book was written during 
a ſtate of warfare with his pariſhioners; a con- 
teſt unprovoked, it muſt be allowed by any act 
on his part, inconſiſtent with the character of a 
good man, but ſuggeſted by pique, and proſe- 
cuted by party, on the other ſide. However, he 
has combined his own injuries with the inju- 
cc ries 


— 


8 _ — — — — — — 
2K«4„ͤͤ„ ͤ—— — —— —— ee = 
5 
” 


- 
\ 


C 6 } 


« ries of the ſlaves, and given ſcope to his reſent | 
& ment, while he appears an advocate in the cauſe 
« of humanity. That his book contains a great 
„ many truths, I wiſh, for the honour of human 
& nature, I could deny. Where authority exiſts, 
&« it is too apt to be abuſed. . Slavery therefore 
* neceffarily ſuppoſes ſuch a ſtate of oppreſſio 
* and conſequent abaſement, as is unpratifed 
e among the free orders of ſociety, and for a good 
« reaſon, becauſe it is untolerated. But to ſup- 
© poſe thoſe oppreſſions either ſo frequent, or 5 
ct yere as they are charged to be, would certainly, 
« be to give too great a degree of credit to his 
te miſrepreſentations.“ | 
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N. B. Page 40, he allows with me that French 
ſlaves are better clothed and better fed than Eng- 
liſh ſlaves; a truth, which has been diſputed with 


me. | 
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